However, the West Indian community's socio-political isolation from the rest of the country was short-lived.10 The success of the banana industry in Lim6n and growing shortages of accessible land in the highlands combined to attract Hispanics to the region. By the early I920S there was a steady migration of unemployed and landless peasants to Lim6n from the highland region. Upon arriving in Lim6n, they discovered that the West Indian community was entrenched. Three issues dominated the debates over the I930 contract: the extension of United Fruit operations to the West coast; the composition of the labour force; and the level of taxation. The contract's opponents managed to persuade the government to charge twice as much in export taxes and to include a provision stipulating that Costa Ricans be hired whenever they were equal in aptitude. The biggest disappointment for those opposed to the contract was the government's agreement to allow the company to start investing in new operations on the Pacific coast.
Critics feared that West Indian workers would migrate to the other side of the country where they would 'Africanise' yet another part of the national territory.13 A statement published in a San Jose paper by several members of Congress (including a future president) denounced the contract and its implications for the purity of Costa Rican society.l4 Only a few weeks before, the director of the National Census Office had launched a scathing attack on the West Indian community in a newspaper article based on the 1927 For the West Indian community, the prohibition was matched by provisions in the contract that gave the government a higher profile in Lim6n. The government gained control over large tracts of land that were used to found agricultural colonies for dispossessed Costa Ricans. As people migrated to the province, the government presence became ubiquitous and West Indian residents were faced with a greater degree of control from San Jose than ever before. As a community, the West Indians had little to gain and much to lose from the government presence in Lim6n. The community's informal economic practices and lack of patriotic attachment to Costa Rica brought all West Indians under official scrutiny. West Indian farmers were reluctant to pay exorbitant rents for land they considered their own, and the authorities found it difficult to collect. As a result, many peasants fell into arrears and the government increased its efforts to collect the rent.24 Upon assuming the presidency in 1936, Leon Cortes immediately called for a census of the public lands.25 New regulations were drawn up stipulating that occupants of government lands were required to sign a fifteen-year lease. At the end of the agreement the land was to be sold to the highest bidder with no compensation to the farmer who had leased it. Peasants were threatened with immediate confiscation of their land. Many were compelled to sign Along with tighter immigration rules, parallel efforts were made to register the existing West Indian population. In I93 the first in a series of registration laws was passed that required every adult male in the country to obtain a cedula de identidad. The cedula was followed by a carnet de extranjero in 1936 and, a few years later, by a cedula de residencia which was renewable on an annual basis. people or 62 % of the potential population. In addition, the drain on the community was aggravated by the fact that the emigrants were people with the best chance to succeed. Women, the elderly and anyone less likely to be able to obtain employment on plantations or construction projects stayed behind in Limon. 43 For those who remained in the country, two strategies were available.
They could either attempt entry into Costa Rican society by becoming citizens or they could somehow resist government pressures. Statistics show that people who became citizens were still a minority of the total West Indian population in the country in 1948 and that a larger group of foreign and Costa Rican-born individuals continued to maintain a distance from mainstream society.
By 1950, as many as 6,500 people of African descent in Costa Rica were considered citizens. As citizens, West Indians could rely on the constitution and had opportunities that others did not. They had access to public land and government services. Citizens could keep their children in public schools even when there were problems with space and they paid fewer taxes than foreigners. There were two principal ways for members of the community to become citizens. People who were born abroad had to apply to become naturalised citizens while those who were born in Costa Rica had a constitutional right to citizenship. The naturalisation of citizens from most countries placed an onus on the applicant to prove that he or she was in a position to contribute to Costa Rica. Immigrants who managed to purchase property or otherwise obtain security in Costa Rica were most likely to succeed with their application for citizenship. Another important prerequisite was that the applicant obtain letters of support from influential Costa Ricans. Consequently, social status and ties to the dominant class were important measures of a person's suitability for citizenship. Nevertheless, citizenship was seen as a key to acceptance in Costa Rica and many believed that it was a solution to their problem of mobility within the country. West Indians believed that by becoming Costa Rican citizens they could expect to have the same rights as Hispanic nationals.51 Unfortunately, the decision to become a Costa Rican citizen helped alienate West Indians from their own community and did not necessarily produce the desired results. Younger skilled members of the community heeded the call to become Costa Rican and they soon represented a new force in the community.
Significant numbers of foreign-born West Indians became Costa
One way to gauge the changes in the community is to look at the character of the organisations that its members supported in their struggle for recognition. For example, until the early 1940S the Universal Negro Improvement Association (UNIA) was the most important secular organisation in Lim6n. The strength of its support in the province made the local division of the UNIA one of the longest surviving in the world.52 Marcus Garvey's visits to Lim6n generated a mass following and the association remained at the forefront of cultural organisation for two decades.53 The secret of the UNIA's success was that it reduced its membership prerequisite to a common denominator with which the entire West Indian community could identify. Apart from being people of' good character' and paying nominal dues, members needed only to belong to the 'negro race'.
However, the changes in the relationship between the community and Costa Rica during the 1930s and 1940S marked the decline of the UNIA. 
